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Countless hours. Overwhelming fulfillment. Priceless memories. That pretty much sums up my 
involvement with the ABJA. I have the distinct privilege of having served as founding president of 

the ABJA and for that honor I will always be grateful. 
 
In October 1979, I received a letter from two bankruptcy judgeôs secretaries in Michigan 
asking that they be contacted by secretaries interested in forming an association for 
bankruptcy judgesô secretaries. I responded to them with my interest. I later learned 
that a steering committee meeting was held in Chicago in 1981. Sadly, I never heard 
anything more and in my efforts to make further contact I learned that the secretary 
spearheading the effort had left court employment. 
 
Back then there was only one bankruptcy judge in my district. At that time, I had met 
only one other bankruptcy judgeôs secretary, and I felt terribly isolated. Networking and 
training for chambersô staff just didnôt exist. Even though the earlier attempt at forming 
an association appeared ñdead in the water,ò I continued to nurture the enthusiasm I 
had felt at the possibility of being a member of an association. Then in 1987 a second 
judge was appointed in my district and I met Janet Payton. She and I spent hours 
discussing the possibility of an association and how we could get it off the ground. In 
April 1988, I placed an ad in the NCBJ Conference 
News asking secretaries interested in forming an 
organization to contact me. The rest, as they say, 
is history. 
 
Marge Sullivan and Velma Smith were two of the 
first to contact me and we became fast friends. 
Like me, Marge and Velma had been in their 
positions for many years and felt that same 
isolation from other bankruptcy judgesô 
secretaries. They shared my passion for forming 
an association. We quickly learned that the other 
secretaries who were responding with their 

interest were just as excited as we were. They brought their many talents to the 
table, and we went to work drafting bylaws and working on the logistics of actually 
having a face-to-face meeting. Their enthusiasm, and that of JoAnn Kelly and 
others that I heard from early on, became the basis upon which the ABJA was 
founded. 
 
After much telephone conferencing, faxing, letter writing, bylaw drafting, name 
gathering, and just general ñblood, sweat, and tears,ò we finally came together for 
our organizational meeting on November 3-4, 1989, at the Hyatt Regency Ravinia in Atlanta, GA. Fourteen of us - Anita 
Wolrab, Sue Herbert, Marlene Stubbs, Janet Payton, Anita Bonham, Wanda Abney, Bernice Whaley, Judy Huff, 
Kathy Harmon, Paula Funderburk, Carolyn Hubbard, Marge Sullivan, Nancy Logue, and myself. It was such an 
awesome experience to get to know other bankruptcy judgesô secretaries. We came from Iowa, Missouri, Tennessee, 
Louisiana, Alabama, Ohio, Georgia, and Arkansas, and we were on a mission. We paid our own expenses, and we 
came on faith. Each of us brought our own individual hopes and aspirations for an association of bankruptcy judgesô 
secretaries.  (contôd on p. 2) 
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Patsy began working in the 
Clerkôs Office of the United 
States Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District of Georgia 
shortly after high school. During 
her tenure in the Clerkôs Office, 
she served as claims clerk, notice 
clerk, docket clerk, and 
courtroom deputy. On November 
1, 1979, she was selected by 
then Bankruptcy Judge Herman 
W. Coolidge to be his secretary. 
When Judge Coolidge retired in 
1986, she was fortunate enough 
to be asked to stay on by the 
Hon. Lamar W. Davis, Jr., the 
newly appointed judge. In 1989, 
she was elected founding 
president of the ABJA and has 
been active in the association 
since that time. She has served 
as 11th Circuit Rep. on several 
occasions and has chaired 
several committees. She has also 
served on the CLE/CBA 
Committee and the Conference 
Committee and she is currently 
serving as Parliamentarian which 
she has held for several years. 
Patsy plans on retiring in June 
2015. 



 

. . . (contôd from page 1) 
 

When we left Atlanta on November 5, 1989, we had adopted by-laws, 
elected officers, formed committees, and set goals. Our vision for an 
association had become reality. I was elected President, Marge Sullivan 
was President-Elect, Nancy Logue was Secretary and Anita Bonham 
was Treasurer. We immediately strategized on building our membership 
and organizing our first conference which was to be held the next fall in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 
Since there was no court/government-sponsored training for secretaries, 
one of our priorities was to develop an annual conference with an 
educational program designed specifically for judgesô secretaries. 
We literally spent less than $1,000 on the entire Las Vegas conference. 
We had little money, and we spent little money. However that 
conference, like all of our conferences since, was phenomenal. The 
enthusiasm we shared was unlike anything Iôve ever been a part of. It 
was, and still is, magical. 
 
The ABJA has continued to prosper. Because of the resourcefulness and 
commitment of our members and officers, we established our world renowned 
newsletter, we created our own logo, and we designed and continue to 
upgrade and maintain our own website. The efforts of the ABJA were 
paramount in accomplishing our title change from the more antiquated term of 
ñsecretaryò to Judicial Assistant (or whatever we choose). Actually, the ABJA, 
being the proactive group that we are, changed the name of our association 
from Bankruptcy Judgesô Secretariesô Association to our current name - 
Association of Bankruptcy Judicial Assistants - prior to the official change in job title. Additionally, judicial assistants 
gained Administrative Office recognition which partially resulted in the formation of the Judgesô Secretaries Advisory 
Group. Each year our current president is privileged to participate as an observer at that groupôs meetings. For many, 
the ABJA has become a primary source of education and a key networking tool. 
 
Probably the most outstanding of our accomplishments is the Certified Bankruptcy Assistant (ñCBAò) program. The CBA 
has helped us grow in so many ways. We have many talented and dedicated people who give of their time and energy 
each year to maintain the CBA program and to make the seminars educational and professional.  
 
When Marge, Velma and I were in the early stages of planning and drafting, I often referred to an anonymous quote as 
my inspiration:  
 

We serve best when we hold dearly in mind 
the goal and purpose rather than our place in the process. 

 
I have often marveled at how closely the officers and committee members of this association have followed that quote ï 
even though few of them ever knew of its existence. We were dedicated to the creation of the ABJA and those who have 
since served have been equally dedicated to its purpose. 
 
I still feel the same passion and enthusiasm that I felt in 1989. I am thankful for each and every member, and for all they 
do for the ABJA. As our role of ñJudicial Assistantò continues to evolve, so should our association continue to change 
and grow to meet the needs of our members. Iôm not sure the founding members knew exactly where our great 
expectations would take us when we started this journey, but Iôm honored to have been along for the ride. 
 
 
*reprinted from September 2009 edition of Behind the Bench, celebrating the ABJAôs 20th Anniversary. 
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First annual meeting 1989 
Atlanta, GA. 

 
Pictured from bottom left to right are: Anita 
Wolrab, Sue Herbert, Marlene Stubbs, 
Janet Payton, Anita Bonham Cross, Wanda 
Abney, Bernice Whaley, Judy Huff, Kathy 
Harmon, Patsy Burkhalter, Paula 
Funderburk Scholzen, Carolyn Hubbard, 
Marge Sullivan, and Nancy Logue. 
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Thank you so much for a wonderful year. What an amazing experience! The Committees have put 
together an outstanding agenda along with a group of informative speakers that I am sure you will 
find of great interest. The members of the ABJA worked extremely hard and put in many timeless 
hours to make this yearôs conference a success. I donôt know how to express the importance of 
getting involved and serving as an officer or committee member. Recruiting for officer and 
committee member positions is most challenging and relentless. Letôs keep in mind the importance 
of why we need officers. Without them, the ABJA is useless. We need leaders to assist in keeping 
our organization together. Therefore I strongly encourage you to get involved. 

 
This year as the ABJA celebrates its 25th anniversary, we will recognize the hard work and dedication of our retirees/
founders who have made the ABJA what is it today. If this is your first conference, I promise you it will not be your last. 
You will obtain so much information and meet so many talented people from all over the U.S. Our goal is to make you 
feel welcome, so thereôs always someone to assist you when you need help. We have an excellent Mentoring/
Membership Committee, chaired by Debbie Reese, so please be sure to introduce yourself to her at the conference. We 
are grateful for the continued support of our Judges and the NCBJ for their continued support in making our conference 
such an excellent educational experience. 

 

 I appreciate the support from each of you as my time has come to an end. I wish the ABJA many years of success. I 
look forward to seeing many of you in Las Vegas.  

Past Conference Sites 
 

1990 Las Vegas, Nevada 
1991 Little Rock, Arkansas 

1992 New Orleans, Louisiana 

1993 Kansas City, Missouri 

1994 Portland, Maine  

1995 Savannah, Georgia 

1996 San Antonio, Texas 

1997 St. Louis, Missouri 

1998 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

1999 Minneapolis, Minnesota 

2000 Orlando, Florida 

2001 Chicago, Illinois 

2002 San Diego, California 

2003 Charleston, South Carolina 

2004 Nashville, Tennessee 

2005 Las Vegas, Nevada 

2006 Portland, Oregon  

2007 Orlando, Florida 

2008 San Antonio, Texas 

2009 Baltimore, Maryland 

2010 New Orleans, Louisiana 

2011 Denver, Colorado 

2012 Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

2013 Atlanta, Georgia 

Past ABJA Presidents 

 

1990 Patsy Burkhalter 

1991 Marge Sullivan 

1992 Nancy Fisher Logue 

1993 Anita Bonham Cross 

1994 Martha Primosch 

1995 Betty Stovall 

1996 Judy Huff 

1997 Velma J. Smith 

1998 Michele Boyer 

1999 Ann Virgadamo 

2000 Karen Krouch 

2001 Paula Funderburk 

2002 Susan Maruszewski 

2003 Mary Morrison 

2004 Martie Kantor 

2005 Ann Virgadamo 

2006 Janet Payton 

2007 Rebecca Woodrum 

2008 Cindy Korbol 

2009 Elaine Coker 

2010 Cathy Farrell 

2011 Beth Morris 

2012 Barb Sutton 

2013 Sherie Sands 
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The Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules held its fall meeting on September 29-30, 2014 in 
Charleston, SC. The Committee recommended renumbering several of the modernized forms to 
match the numbering of the remainder of the modernized forms. The bulk of the modernized 
forms are set to be effective on December 1, 2015, or as soon as technologically feasible.   
 
Official Forms 17A, 17B, 17C, 22A-1, 22A-1Supp, 22A-2, 22B, 22C-1 and 22C-2 were approved 
by the Judicial Conference in September 2014 and will be effective on December 1, 2014. In addition, the revised Part 
VIII Rules, Rules 9023, 9024, 1014, 7004, 7008 and 7054 will be effective on December 1, 2014, unless Congress acts 
to the contrary. 
 
A number of forms and rules were published for comment in August 2014, including revised versions of the chapter 13 
form plan (Form 113) and the related proposed amendments to Rules 2002, 3002, 3007, 3012, 3015, 4003, 5005, 5009, 
7001, 9006, and 9009, which were revised based on comments received in 2013-2014.  
 
Also published were the final set of modernized forms, including Official Forms 201, 202, 204, 205, 206Sum, 206A/B, 
206D, 206E/F, 206G, 206H, B207, 309A, 309B, 309C, 309D, 309E, 309F, 309G, 309H, 309I, 314, 410, 410S1, 410S2, 
312, 313, 315, 416A, 416B, 416D and 424, and the Committee Notes and the Instructions for Non-Individual Debtors. 
Forms 106J and 106J-2, were published for comment as well. These forms were amended to accommodate the issue of 
joint debtors with separate households.  
 
The final set of forms and rules published in August include:  the proposed abrogation of Forms 11A and 11B (the power 
of attorney forms); Form 401 (a new bankruptcy petition form for chapter 15 cases) along with chapter 15 related 
revisions to Rules 1010, 1011, 2002(q) and new Rule 1012; Form 410A (attachment to proof of claim form) with 
instructions to provide a method to report loan histories, and amended Rule 9006(f) to eliminate the three-day extension 
of service for electronic service. The comment period runs until February 17, 2015, and comments can be posted at: 
http://www.regulations.gov. 

 
Please feel free to contact Scott Myers or me with any rules and forms related questions or issues. Our contact 
information is as follows: Scott Myers, scott_myers@ao.uscourts.gov and Bridget Healy, 
bridget_healy@ao.uscourts.gov.  

.Å×Ó &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ /ÆПÉÃÅ  

Did You Know What You Can Find at www.uscourts.gov ? 

 

Bankruptcy statistics:  

http://www.uscourts.gov/Statistics/BankruptcyStatistics/2014 -bankruptcy -filings.aspx  

 

Official bankruptcy forms:  

http://www.uscourts.gov/FormsAndFees/Forms/BankruptcyForms.aspx  

 

An interactive court locator with links to every court website:  

http://www.uscourts.gov/Court_Locator.aspx  

 

And educational resources:  

http://www.uscourts.gov/educational -resources.aspx  

 

Check it out!  

http://www.regulations.gov/#!submitComment;D=USC-RULES-BK-2014-0001-0001
mailto:scott_myers@ao.uscourts.gov
mailto:bridget_healy@ao.uscourts.gov
http://www.uscourts.gov
http://www.uscourts.gov/Statistics/BankruptcyStatistics/2014-bankruptcy-filings.aspx
http://www.uscourts.gov/FormsAndFees/Forms/BankruptcyForms.aspx
http://www.uscourts.gov/Court_Locator.aspx
http://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources.aspx


 

ρÓÔ #ÉÒÃÕÉÔ 
(representative position vacant at time of publication) 
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Michele Boyer and Laurie Frick report 
from the Eastern District of Pennsylvania: 
 
Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin & Schiller 
partner Ashely Chan has been appointed 
as a U.S. bankruptcy judge in the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. She is a 1996 graduate of 
Rutgers School of Law ð Camden. Upon graduation, she 
clerked for Judge Gloria M. Burns of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey and then 
landed a position as an associate at Morgan Lewis & 
Bockius, where she focused on bankruptcy, corporate 
restructuring, and corporate finance. 
 
At Hangley Aronchick, Judge Chan represented debtors 
in reorganization, corporations filing for Chapter 11, and 
investors during bankruptcy proceedings. Outside of her 
practice, she co-founded a womenôs networking group 
created to support and mentor young women in the 
bankruptcy practice area. She also volunteers with the 
Homeless Advocacy Project, where she runs monthly 
legal clinics to assist homeless families with their legal 
needs. 
 
Karen Strupczewski is Judge Chanôs Judicial Assistant 
and is looking forwarding to joining the court family. 
 
Please join us in welcoming Judge Chan to the bench 
and Karen Strupczewski to the court. 

ςÎÄ #ÉÒÃÕÉÔ 
 "Ùȡ 2ÏÓÅÍÁÒÙ 2ÉÚÚÉÃÏȟ #4 

 

Nothing to report this issue. 
 

χÒÄ #ÉÒÃÕÉÔ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÃÏÎÔȭÄ 
 
Terry OôBrien writes from the District of New Jersey: 
 
For 26 years I had the pleasure of working with Judge 
Judith Wizmur until her retirement in May 2014. I now 
have the pleasure of working for Chief Judge Gloria 
Burns. I truly enjoyed each and every day that I worked for 
Judge Wizmur and am transitioning nicely as Judge Burnsô 
Judicial Assistant.  In addition to my workplace changes, I 
am experiencing changes at home. My husband and I are 
now empty nesters. My son left for college in late August. 
He is a freshman at Colgate University in Hamilton, NY. My 
daughter is in her junior year at Williams College in 
Williamstown, MA.  I look back at the days when all I 
wanted was a clean, organized house and I can now attest 
to the fact that a clean house is overrated. I miss the mess. 
Since I now have some free time, I decided to join Crossfit 
and have enjoyed a new workout routine. In the past two 
years I ran three half marathons (November 2012, April 
2013, and September 2013) and while I still enjoy running, I 
wanted to try something different, and the Crossfit workout 
is filling in nicely. While I donôt expect to be on American 
Ninja Warrior anytime soon, I do enjoy the change. Change 
is good!!! 
 
From the District of New Jersey: 
 
Marleen Young retired in June as Judicial Assistant to 
Judge Christine Gravelle. There was a party on June 26 
at the Trenton courthouse to honor Marleen and celebrate 
this milestone in her life. You can read more about Marleen 
in the BTB September 2013 issue: 
http://abja.org/Newsletters/BTB%20Newsletter%20-%
20September%202013-FINAL.pdf 
when she was featured in the JA Spotlight. We will all miss 
her at work, but glad that she is still involved in the ABJA, 
and weôll get to see her at the Conference!  
 
 

 
 

Marleen (left) and Judge Gravelle at 
Marleenôs retirement party 

Contôd on p. 6 

http://abja.org/Newsletters/BTB%20Newsletter%20-%20September%202013-FINAL.pdf
http://abja.org/Newsletters/BTB%20Newsletter%20-%20September%202013-FINAL.pdf
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Nothing to report this issue. 

 
 

φÔÈ #ÉÒÃÕÉÔ 
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Judge Richard Stair, Jr., retired on 
September 30, 2014. Judge Stair became 
a bankruptcy judge on October 1, 1986, 
and served two terms in the Eastern 
District of Tennessee. A retirement 

reception for Judge Stair was held on September 26 at U.S. 
Courthouse in Knoxville. During his tenure, Shirley Vaught 
served as his JA until she retired in January 2010. At that 
time, Merilyn Dunn became his JA. Prior to becoming 
Judge Stairôs JA, Merilyn worked as a contract court 
reporter with Judge Stair from January 1987 until she was 
hired as a full-time ECRO reporter in September 1998. 

τÔÈ  #ÉÒÃÕÉÔ 
"Ùȡ *ÕÄÙ #ÌÁÒËȟ %$Ⱦ6! 

 
I hope everyone is getting ready to meet in Las Vegas. I know I am excited to see everyone. This 
may be the reason that I have received no replies to my request for news. 
 
I am happy to report that Pixie Shannon has recovered enough from her knee replacement surgery 
to return to work and seems to be getting along very well. Our other news is that Deb Weekley 

pulled a fast one on us while vacationing in Maine and came home Deb Howard. She and Paul were married beside the 
lake amidst family. Congratulations, Deb and Paul. 
 
It has been a pleasure serving as the 4th Circuit Representative this year.  

χÔÈ #ÉÒÃÕÉÔ 
"Ùȡ ,ÉÎÄÁ -ÏÎÔÁÎÏȟ .$Ⱦ),  

 

It is short and oh so sweet from the 7th 
Circuit - Chicago's very own Kathy 
Wachtel, Judicial Assistant to Judge 
Carol Doyle, will be retiring on April 30, 
2015. Kathy is expecting her first 
grandchild and plans on spending her 

time enjoying her new role. 

Contôd from p. 5 
 
Cathy Farrell reports from the District of Delaware: 
 

Happy Retirement! 
 

After 16 years as a Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware, Judge Peter J. Walsh is going to retire at the end of 
the year. His Judicial Assistant, Ivone Marvel, is also going to retire. When I began working for Judge Walrath, our 
chambers was on the sixth floor separated from Judge Walshôs chambers by the library. In the first months, I crossed 
through that library many times to ask Ivone questions and see how she did her job. She was an invaluable source for 
me! 
  
In a nutshell, she began her judicial career in 1965 as a secretary in the Delaware Superior Court and in 1976, began 
working for Judge Joseph T. Walsh, Superior Court, then Judge Bernard Balick, Superior Court, following him in his 
career as he became Vice Chancellor. In 1998, after 33 years of service, she retired from the State of Delaware on a 
Friday and the following Monday, started her new job as secretary to the Clerk of the Bankruptcy Court. In 2000, she 
applied for the job as Judge Walsh's judicial assistant, and the rest is history.  
 

Ivone has been working continuously (from age 16 to now) age 71. After 55 years of continuous service, she is looking 
forward to sleeping late and going wherever she wants to go, when she wants to go!  Wishing you all the best - enjoy 
your retirement Ivone!!! 

Merilyn will continue her federal service by joining Chief 
Bankruptcy Judge Marcia Phillips Parsons in 
Greeneville, TN, as her courtroom deputy/JA.  
  
We had a little excitement at lunch on September 10 in 
Nashville. Our fellow JA, Beth Morris, took a tumble down 
some concrete stairs. Beth, a/k/a Humpty Dumpty, was 
put back together againðbut only after a call to 911, a 
ride to the hospital in an ambulance, eight stitches, a 
couple of prescriptions, and a few days off work. Her shin 
will probably have a nice scar and her knees might not be 
as lovely as they once were. For those of you who know 
Beth know that she will ñfind her sea legsò again. 
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Our fall newsletter. Where did 2014 go? 
 
From Minnesota, the colors are starting to change in the north. We are having cool mornings and 

lovely days, but itôs way too early! Winter will be upon us soon, and this member is truly dreading that thought!  
 
No one seems to have much to report for this 8th Circuit newsletter, but with mixed happiness (for her retirement) and 
great sadness (for our courtôs loss) I am happy to share Karen Krouchôs letter to the ABJA: 
 
Retirement is ... 
by Karen Krouch, former J.A., District of Minnesota 
 
While I could fill up this whole page with adjectives to describe retirement, letôs suffice it to say that itôs 
wonderful! I know I made the right decision, even though I do miss the day-to-day contact with all my great 
coworkers and friends across the country. (I even miss some of the lawyers in the community, even those 

who werenôt always the easiest to deal with!)  
 
I also want to thank all of my great ABJA friends, who helped me 
through a tough time in the beginning of August when Jerry Barker, my 
partner of 20 years, was killed in a motorcycle crash. All your thoughts, 
prayers, cards of condolence and encouragement were greatly 
appreciated. And thank you for the beautiful plant at the funeral, too. 
While retirement at the end of August hasnôt started out quite the way I 
had planned, I do know that God has a new plan for me now. I keep 
putting one foot in front of the other every day, and continuing on with 
that reward I worked 36+ years to attain. I can tell already that the 
saying about being so busy after you retire that you canôt figure out how 
you had time to work is definitely true! 
 
To any of you judicial assistants and CBAôs who ever questioned the 

value of the ABJA, I wish there was a way I could convince you that the professional contacts and educational 
opportunities presented by this organization are unsurpassed. You will never meet a more devoted group of 
professional women, who are ñin it for the long haul.ò If youôre not a member yet and are just considering 
joining, do not hesitate. Even if you canôt attend the annual meeting and educational conferences, the 
newsletters alone should be incentive enough to join. The job of a Judicial Assistant is a dying breed, and 
unless you stay on top of your game, the position will cease to exist. Youôve got to cultivate that atmosphere 
of proving to everyone in the court that you are exactly the kind of employee your judge needs. Make yourself 
invaluable. In these economic times, itôs especially important for you to go that extra mile each and every day.  
 
I plan to see all of you at the annual conference in Las Vegas. I will enjoy being able to socialize with all of 
you, but must admit--it will be nice not to have to keep up my CEU units anymore! Just one more benefit of 
retirement! Thank you all, for your friendship throughout a fabulous career, and for all the help youôve all given 

me along the way. It was a good ride! Stay in touch. You can reach me  at kakrouch@aol.comΦ 
 

This concludes the report from the Eighth Circuit. I know those attending the ABJA conference in Las Vegas will have a 
marvelous time, and I hope fall/winter will be kind to everyone. Until next time. . . .  
 

Karenôs  retirement party. 

 

mailto:kakrouch@aol.com
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OregonðPortland Division 
 
The Hon. Elizabeth L. Perris, Nancy Antal, law clerk to the Hon. Trish M. Brown, and Peg 
Byrne, judicial assistant to the Hon. Randall L. Dunn have all announced their intent to retire at 

the end of the year. I will have more information on what Judge Perris and Nancy are planning to do in their retirement in 
the next newsletter. I understand that Peg doesnôt have any specific plans just now, but is planning to spend time with 
her granddaughter. Sounds like a good plan.  
 
California ï Central Division 
 
On June 23, 2014, Scott H. Yun was sworn in as a bankruptcy judge for the Central District of 
California, Riverside Division. Judge Yun received his B.A., cum laude, from University of 
California, Los Angeles in 1993 and his J.D. from the University of Southern California in 
1996. 
 
Before his appointment to the bench, Judge Yun was a shareholder of Stutman, Treister & 
Glatt in Los Angeles, California, where he specialized in representing debtors, committees, 
and other constituents in Dhapter 11 bankruptcy cases. Prior to entering private practice, he 
served as a law clerk to the Honorable Ernest M. Robles, United States Bankruptcy Judge 
for the Central District of California. During law school, he was an extern for the Honorable 
Barry Russell, United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California. 
 
Judge Yun is married to Evelyn Mar, and they have two daughters and a son.  
 
District of Arizona ï Tucson Division 
 
Jannis Medina, JA to the Honorable Eileen W. Hollowell decided to retire together with her judge. Judge Hollowell 
retired on September 19th, and Jannis retired on September 30th. In honor of their retirement, the court staff held a 
great farewell luncheon that was enjoyed by all. 
 
Jannis worked with Judge Hollowell for 12-1/2 years and enjoyed every minute of it! She is grateful to Judge Hollowell 
for hiring her and is proud and honored to have worked with such a smart, funny, giving, compassionate and 
inspirational judge, and, above all, someone with utmost integrity. By working together, Jannis and Judge Hollowell have 
developed a great friendship and have promised to keep in touch. Actually, they already have their first lunch date set!! 
 
Jannis is a member of the ABJA and has served as a Ninth Circuit Representative. She believes the ABJA is a great 
organization with a great group of JAs nationwide (not to mention making some wonderful friends) and is thankful to the 
ABJA for the opportunities it has offered her. 
 
In August, Hon. Scott H. Gan was sworn in to fill the judgeship vacated by Judge Hollowell. Judge Gan will bring 
MaryEllen Butera as his JA. Congratulations to Judge Gan and MaryEllen! Welcome to the Arizona Bankruptcy Court ï 
Tucson Division!! 
 
 

Hon. Scott H. Yun 

Judge Hollowell and Jannis Contôd on page 9 
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The weather here in Salt Lake is awesome - not too hot and not too cold. The leaves on 
the trees and shrubs are changing colors and a drive through the mountains is a real 
treat. The colors are so vibrant and beautiful. Spring and Fall are my favorite seasons of 
the year. Iôm sending a picture along with this to show you what Iôm talking about. 
 

GSA is in the process of revamping our building now that the District Court has moved out. They would like us to move 
to another floor in this building to enhance the space that they want to lease out. We are currently the only tenant in the 
building, and we occupy the third floor. They want us to move to the second floor so they can redo the third and fourth 
floors together. We are in the process of seeking approval from the Circuit to move. GSA has been updating the 
elevators (there are four of them). The elevators are so old that they were having problems getting parts for them. It took 
them four months to get the first one finished and they are now on the second one. Hopefully it wonôt take as long on this 
one because they know what to anticipate. The new elevator is beautiful and quick - no bumps or jolts as you ride in it - 
and it has a beautiful wood interior with a black marble floor. You donôt feel like you are in a government building when 
you get on it. We havenôt had anyone get stuck in it either. 

 
Our filing numbers are down but our hearings and orders donôt seem to reflect that trend. We are still very busy in 
chambers.  
 

Alexia Bible from Oklahoma writes: 
I am proud to report that I now have 3 grandsons ! Liam Cole Bible was born September 12, 2014.  
 

We have a new JA in the Bankruptcy Court in Tulsa Oklahoma. Her name is Odie Gonzales and she is working for 
Judge Terrence Michael. We are excited to welcome her and hope that she will join the association and we can get to 
know her better. 

Contôd from page 8 
 

Hon. Eileen W. Hollowell Has Retired! 
 
At the end of her 14-year term, Judge Hollowell retired on September 19, 2014. Judge Hollowell 
will be sorely missed by all who had the privilege and honor to interact with her. The following is a 
ñvery smallò view of her background:  
 
Judge Hollowell was born at an air force base in California and traveled extensively while growing 
up, including spending three years in France. A graduate of the University of Massachusetts, she 
served in the Peace Corps in West Africa. After obtaining her MSW from the University of 
Michigan, she worked as a social worker in Michigan and Tucson. Much to her surprise, after her 
graduation from the University of Arizona College of Law in 1981, she became a bankruptcy 
lawyer. For over 15 years, she represented creditors, debtors and trustees. 
 
Appointed to the bench in 2000, she had the opportunity to host judicial delegations from Russia 
and Ukraine. She also worked as a free consultant on judicial and commercial matters in Kosovo, 
Lesotho, the Philippines, Burundi and Viet Nam. 
  
Two of her cases, In re Espinosa, 130 S.Ct. 1367 (March 23, 2010) and In re Hall, 132 S.Ct. 1882 (May 14, 2012) were 
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. She was affirmed both times. She served on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel from 2008 to 2012. One of her BAP decisions, In re Blixseth, 454 B.R. 92 (9th Cir. BAP 2011), was 
adopted as the opinion of the Ninth Circuit.  
 
With Judges Marlar and Curley, she was instrumental in the restoration of the historic Walsh Courthouse. She also 
helped establish a number of the Arizona Bankruptcy Court programs designed to assist unrepresented parties. She 
was active in various bar and judicial organizations, including the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and the 
bankruptcy section of the State Bar of Arizona.  
 
She recognized that being a bankruptcy judge was a privilege, and she considered herself incredibly lucky to have been 
selected to do the job. After her retirement, she plans to serve as a recall judge settling cases. 
 

- Jannis Medina 
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Shirley Penix (MD/GA) shares this: 
 
Austin E. Carter was appointed bankruptcy judge for the Middle District of Georgia on May 20, 2014. 
Judge Carterôs chambers and primary courtroom is in Macon, Georgia. 
 
Prior to his appointment, Judge Carter was a partner in the Macon firm of Stone & Baxter, LLP, where he practiced 
chapter 11 bankruptcy and commercial litigation. Previously, Judge Carter practiced with Epstein Becker & Green, P. C. 

in Atlanta, where he focused on commercial litigation. 
 
Judge Carter graduated from the University of Georgia law school in 1995. During law school, he 
served as the Notes Editor on the Georgia Journal of International and Comparative Law. He 
received his undergraduate degree in Political Science from Tulane University in 1992. In 2009 and 
2010 Judge Carter was selected as a Georgia ñSuper Lawyer Rising Starò by publishers of Law and 
Politics and Atlanta magazines. 
 
Judge Carter has been active member of several community boards and is a frequent coach of his 
sonsô sports teams. Judge Carter and his wife, Karen, have three sons who are in elementary 
school.  
 

Gena Whitsett (MD/FL) and Debbie Reese (SD/GA) attended the Chambers Staff Administrative Workshop at the 
Administrative Office of U.S. Courts in Washington D.C., August 19-21, in Washington, D.C. ð you can read about it in 
Genaôs article on page __. 
 
Itôs been a pleasure to serve as 11th Circuit Representativeðthank you! 

'2!--!2 '2%-,).3 
By: Don K. Ferguson 

 
Which, That Clauses 

 
ñPlease write about óthatô and ówhich.ô I still can never be sure I am using them correctly,ò a reader 
wrote. 
 
As a general rule, a ñwhichò clause provides added information that is not essential to a sentence 
and should be set off by commas. A ñthatò clause is usually essential to the meaning of a 
sentence, and no commas are called for. 
 
Examples: 
 
 Johnôs car, which he bought last week, was damaged in the parking lot. 
 The car that was damaged in the parking lot was Johnôs. 
 The point of both sentences is that Johnôs car was damaged. 
 
The ñwhichò clause in the first example sentence can be omitted and not change the meaning of 
the sentence, but the ñthatò clause in the second one is essential to the point of the sentence. 

Hon. Austin Carter 

Don K. Ferguson, author of 
the book Grammar 
Gremlins, welcomes 
comments and questions 
about grammar, usage, and 
punctuation. He can be 
reached by telephone at 
865-545-4234, Ext. 2222, or 
at 
ferguson111@comcast.net. 
He is the retired chief 
deputy clerk for the Eastern 
District of Tennessee and 
now serves as the courtôs 
historian. He also writes a 
weekly newspaper column 
on grammar. Glenbridge 
Publishing, Aurora, CO, is 
the publisher of his book. 

Donõt forgetéNational Bossõ Day 

October 16th! 

mailto:ferguson111@comcast.net
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Meet Donna Jean Grottini! Donna is J.A. to Hon. Kevin J. Carey in Wilmington, Delaware, 
and has worked for him for five years. Prior to that, she was a legal secretary at Duane 
Morris, LLP, for 30 years. 
 
Donna served for 25 years as Administrator of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
Bankruptcy Conference ï a voluntary position running an organization of 300+ members of 
the bankruptcy bench and bar in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and the Districts of 
Delaware and New Jersey organizing educational seminars and the Annual Forum. She 
was also a member of the Board of Directors of the Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance 
Project for 20 years for which she maintained the books and did fund raising.  
 
Donna was raised in South Philadelphia (PA) until high school then moved to Blackwood, 
NJ. She now lives in Blackwood, NJ and Villas, NJ (a small shore town about five miles 
from Cape May, NJ). She also lived in a roof-top apartment in Center City Philadelphia for 
16 years while working at Duane Morris. 
 
Donna attended Highland Regional High School and Peirce Junior College in Philadelphia 
where she earned as Associates Degree (Medical Secretary). In 2011, she became a 
Certified Bankruptcy Assistant.  
 
Donna has traveled to Italy, France (Paris and WWI/II fortifications), Switzerland (Geneva, Bern, Lucerne and Jungfrau 
region (the mountain railway to Interlaken and an area where one of the James Bond movies was filmed)), Hong Kong, 
Macau, London, St. Marteen and 18 of our own United States (and hopes to visit all 50!). 
 
Donna says of her family: ñ32 years with my significant other (Jim); my gorgeous four-legged, four-year old, 10lb. 
ShihTzu named Latte Sienna whom Iôve had since she was 7 weeks old and 2 lbs.  In March I lost my father very 
unexpectedly (something that I canôt seem to believe) and have my mother, my brother, sister-in-law and niece and 
nephew. I also have my brother-in-law (lost my sister 7 years ago to breast cancer) and a huge Italian family of aunts, 
uncles and cousins.ò 

 
She also says:  ñ I love doing things for family and friends, and I love shopping of any kind ï I would 
love to be a personal shopper for people for the holidays. I also absolutely adore my niece and 
nephew (Katie and Jackson, ages 5 and 2) and my puppy ï never having had children, Katie and 
Jack are the closest thing to heaven for me, as is Latte (most people would frown at my putting 
Latte in the same category as my niece and nephew, but she is a true joy ï a very spoiled true joy 
and my four-legged child).ò 

WE NEED YOUR HELP.  
 

The Support & Assistance Committee will soon begin to send e -cards to recognize 
our membersõ birthdays. In order to do this we need your month and day of birth . 

Please email this info to Penny_Brellenthin@wiwb.uscourts.gov   
as soon as you can. Thank you!  

 
 

mailto:Penny_Brellenthin@wiwb.uscourts.gov
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